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GREETINGS  FROM  THE  FIRE  MARSHAL: 

Another  year  has  slipped  by.   It  appears  that  this  will  be 
a  disastrous  fire  and  life  loss  year,  equal  to  1974,  1975  and  1976. 
It  looks  like  a  15  million  or  more  dollar  property  loss  year  with 
more  than  thirty  lives  lost  to  fire.  We  will  send  you  the  final 
figures  shortly  after  the  1st  of  February,  if  you  get  your  reports 
in  immediately. 

I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  time  the  fire 
service  begins  to  give  serious  thought  to  this  problem  of  the  fire 
loss  increasing  so  rapidly  in  recent  years.   We've  got  to  become 
more  innovative,  try  new  approaches,  get  the  organizations  and  people 
in  our  communities  informed  and  interested  in  combating  this  problem. 

While  attending  regional  and  national  fire  service  meetings, 
I've  heard  a  number  of  prominent  fire  chiefs  voice  this  concern: 
"If  we  don't  get  off  our  duffs  and  attack  the  problem,  and  lead  the 
way,  some  other  agency  will  take  over  and  do  it  for  us." 

More  and  more  we  hear  this  comment:   "It  doesn't  make  any 
sense  to  budget  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually  preparing 
ourselves  to  combat  a  fire  that  is  reported  as  a  million  dollar 
loss,  when  one  man  could  have  stopped  it  before  it  started  with  a 
good  fire  prevention  program." 

YOUR  STATE  FIRE  MARSHAL  IS  ABOUT  TO  RETIRE!   I  can  just  hear 
you- "It's  about  time." 

Attorney  General  Mike  Greely  has  appointed  a  Fire  Marshal 
Advisory  Council  and  assigned  them  their  first  task  -  reviewing 
the  qualifications  of  12  applicants  for  the  Fire  Marshal  position. 
The  council  has  been  directed  to  submit  the  names  of  three  candi- 
dates to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  final  decision. 

The  time  frame  provides  that  the  candidate  will  be  on  board 
shortly  after  February  one  as  a  deputy  to  work  with  me  for  a  period 
of  two  months.   At  that  time,  barring  any  unforseen  circumstances, 
the  new  man  will  take  over. 

The  council,  made  up  of  representatives  of  all  five  of  the 
state's  fire  service  organizations,  has  progressed  to  zeroing  in 
on  five  candidates.   They  will  be  interviewed  by  the  council  and 
the  top  three  names  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  by  the  first 
of  January  1978. 

May  the  New  Year  have  less  fires  and  losses . 

Have  a  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 


MONTANA  FIRE  INCIDENT  REPORTING  SYSTEM 
TRAINING  CLASSES 

In  the  October,  1977  Fire  Marshal  Newsletter,  this  office  told  you  that  Montana 
would  be  implementinq  a  new  fire  incident  reporting  system  in  1978. 

There  will  be  training  classes  conducted  for  all  fire  departments  in  the  state;  but 
because  the  reporting  forms  will  have  to  be  printed  and  the  code  handbooks  printed, 
we  will  not  be  able  to  train  e\/ery   department  before  the  latter  part  of  January, 
1978.  We  estimate  that  we  can  have  all  the  training  completed  by  mid-February. 

We  ask  that  until  your  department  can  be  trained,  you  discard  all  of  the  old  901 
forms  and  manuals  and  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  incidents  that  occur  from 
January  1  until  such  time  your  department  has  its  training  seminar.   We  hope  this 
will  not  be  too  much  of  an  inconvenience  for  any  department. 

Many  of  the  instructors  that  will  be  conducting  these  training  classes  are  from 
paid  departments  and  have  a  rough  draft  of  the  handbook  that  will  be  used  and  once 
the  forms  become  available,  these  paid  department  can  beoin  reporting  immediately. 

We  hope  to  keep  these  classes  as  short  as  possible.  There  are  very   few  new  elements 
on  the  new  reporting  form,  and  those  departments  that  have  used  the  901  consistently 
will  find  there  is  very   little  change  with  the  exception  of  these  new  elements  that 
were  included  to  make  the  system  more  informative  and  effective. 

He  ask  that  you  send  only  two  representatives  to  the  training  seminar  when  you  are 
notified  as  to  place  and  date.   If  you  have  a  wife  or  a  secretary  that  is  respon- 
sible for  completing  the  forms,  we  would  strongly  suggest  this  individual  be  present. 
A  fire  service  person  should  also  be  there,  of  course,  due  to  the  technical  aspects 
of  the  coding. 

We  are  very  enthusiastic  about  this  new  system  as  the  information  that  can  be  gleaned 
from  the  reports  is  immense.  Even  if  your  department  only  has  one  fire  a  year,  you 
should  consider  yourself  and  that  fire  just  as  important  as  a  paid  fire  department 
that  has  a  thousand  fires  a  year. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  volunteer  fire  departments  far  outnumber  paid  depart- 
ments all  over  the  United  States  as  well  as  in  Montana.  The  volunteers  don't  get 
near  the  recognition  that  they  should  and  this  is  because  no  one  really  knows  what 
they  are  doing.  With  consistent  reporting  from  the  volunteers,  possibly  more 
legislation,  both  on  a  state  level  and  a  Federal  level,  will  be  introduced  for  the 
volunteers;  and  that  when  the  nation  can  see  how  imoortant  the  volunteers  are  to 
the  fire  problem,  they  will  be  more  willing  to  support  the  needs  and  demands  of  the 
vol unteers. 

You  may  ask  yourself,  "How  can  my  one  fire  a  year  be  significant?"  Well,  if  10,000 
volunteer  fire  departments  had  one  fire  a  year,  then  that  will  say  something.  The 
reporting  is  designed  to  accomplish  many  things:  better  building  codes;  better 
fire  codes;  more  stringent  standards  for  mobile  homes,  fireplaces,  smoke  detectors, 
etc.  Why  shouldn't  you  have  your  say  in  seeing  that  these  goals  are  accomplished. 
Volunteer  fire  departments  are  a  significant  part  of  the  fire  service  backbone 
and  their  contributions  and  efforts  should  be  recognized. 
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CAN  YOU  HELP? 


The  Neihart  Volunteer  Fire  Department  needs  used  turnouts.  They 
are  willing  to  pay.   If  you  can  help  them  out  contact  Fredrick 
"Butch"  Jones,  Fire  Chief,  Neihart,  Montana  59456;  phone  number. 
236-5363. 


Joe  Summers,  Fire  Chief,  Stevensville  Volunteer  Fire  Department, 
is  looking  for  a  good  late  1960's  used  pumper,  750  gpm.   If  you 
know  where  they  can  obtain  such  a  vehicle,  write  to  the  Fire 
Chief,  P.  0.  Box  1,  Stevensville,  Montana  59870. 


ARSON  SCHOOL 


On  the  7th  through  the  9th  of  November,  an  arson  school  was  conducted  at 
Deer  Lodge.  The  agencies  participating  in  the  evening  training  were  the 
Deer  Lodge  Fire  Department,  Race  Track  Valley  Fire  Department,  and  the 
Avon  Fire  Department.  During  the  days  there  was  POST  accredited  training 
given  to  the  Deer  Lodge  Police  Department,  Powell  County  Sheriff's 
Department,  Dillon  Police  Department,  Powell  County  Sheriff's  Department, 
Jefferson  County  Sheriff's  Department,  Montana  State  Prison,  National 
Park  Service,  and  the  Anaconda  Fire  Deoartment.  A  MLEA  Instructor,  Bill 
Heinecke,  Pionitored  the  course  for  POST  accreditation. 


SOURCES  OF  FEDERAL  FUNDS  FOR  THE  FIRE  SERVICES 


NAME  OF  PROGRAM 
AGENCY 


WHAT  THE 
PROGRAM  DOES 


FOR  FURTHER 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT 


COMMUNITY  FACILITIES  LOANS 

Farmer's  Home  Administration 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Provides  insured  loans  to  rural  communities  of 
less  than  10,000  population  for  essential  community 
improvements.   This  may  include  a  fire  department 
station,  apparatus  and  equipment.   However,  the 
agency  attaches  no  minimum  performance  requirements 
for  such  equipment  as  a  condition  for  receiving 
the  loan.   The  program  is  available  to  nonprofit 
public  organizations  and  public  bodies  which 
have  the  legal  authority  to  construct  and  operate 
the  proposed  facility,  but  are  unable  to  finance 
it  themselves  through  their  own  channels. 

Adminis  trator 

Farmer's  Home  Administration 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.  C.  20250 


NAME  OF  PROGRAM    ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  -  GRANTS  AND  LOANS  FOR 


AGENCY 


WHAT  THE 
PROGRAM  DOES 


FOR  FURTHER 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT 


PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  FACILITIES 

Economic  Development  Administration 
U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce 

Pvovides  project  grants  and  direct  loans  for  the 
construction  of  needed  public  facilities .   This 
is  intended  to  stimulate  economic  growth  in  under- 
developed areas.  Proposed  projects  must: 

1)  tend  to  encourage  industrial  or  commercial  enter- 
prise 

2)  assist  in  the  creation  of  new  employment  opportuni- 
ties 

3)  benefit  the  unemployed  and  lower  income  members 
of  the  community. 

Fire  related  facilities  are  considered  only  if  part 
of  a  long  range  economic  development  program. 
The  program  is  available  to  state  and  local 
governments,  Indian  tribes,  and  public  and  private 
nonprofit  institutions  that  represent  a  redevelop- 
ment area. 

Director,  Office  of  Public  Works 
Economic  Development  Administration 
U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce 
Washington,  D.  C.  20230 
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NAME  OF  PROGRAM 
AGENCY 


WHAT  THE 
PROGRAM  DOES 


FOR  FURTHER 
INFORMATION 
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NAME  OF  PROGRAM 
AGENCY 


WHAT  THE 
PROGRAM  DOES 


COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  BLOCK  GRANTS /ENTITLEMENT  GRANTS 

Community  Planning  and  Development 

U.  S.  Department  of  Housing  &  Urban  Development 

Provides  grants  to  develop  viable  urban  communities ; 
including  decent  housing,  suitable  living  environ- 
ment and  expanded  economic  opportunities ,  principally 
for  persons  of  low  and  moderate  income.   This 
includes  funding  for  construction  or  improvement 
of  fire  protection  services  and  facilities"! 
The  program  is  available  to  units  of  general  local 
government  and  urban  counties.   Entitlement  grants 
are  provided  on  a  formula  basis  to  all  cities  of 
50,000  or  more  in  population,  urban  counties  and 
smaller  cities  having  prior  experience  in  programs 
replaced  by  the  Community  Development  Block  Grant 
Program. 

EMERGENCY  MEDICAL  SERVICES  PROGRAM  (EMS) 

National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration 

Federal  Highway  Administration 

U.  S.  Department  of  Transportation 

Provides  formula  grants  and  other  financial  assistance 
for  the  development  of  an  emergency  medical  services 
system,  in  accordance  with  standard  11  "EMS"  of 
the  Highway  Safety  Act  of  1966  (amended) .   This 
includes  the  purchase  of  ambulances,  small  rescue 
trucks ,  approved  equipment  and  training  for  personnel . 
This  assistance  is  limited  to  emergency  medical 
services  rendered  outside  of  hospitals  (See  also 
EMS  in  U.  S.  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare) . 

Emergency  Medical  Services  Branch 

Enforcement  &  Emergency  Medical  Services  Division 

National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration 

U.  S.  Department  of  Transportation 

Washington,  D.  C.  20590 

COOPERATIVE  FIRE  PROTECTION 

Forest  Service 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Provides  technical  assistance  and  cost-share  funds 
for  preventing  and  suppressing  wildfires  on  State 
and  private  forested  and  non-forested  watersheds.^ 
The  Clarke-McNary  Act  recognizes  a  public  responsi- 
bility for  insuring  an  adequate  supply  of  products 
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and  services  from  these  lands. 

This  program  is  available  to  cooperating  State, 

Commonwealth  and  Territorial  forestry  organizations, 

FOR  FURTHER       Director,  Cooperative  Fire  Protection 
INFORMATION       Forest  Service 

CONTACT  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington,  D.  C.  20250 

Under  a  recent  Congress  bill  $3.5  million  has  been  allocated  for 
fire  protection,  the  money  has  not  been  released  but  will  be  budgeted 
some  time  after  January.   This  money  will  be  given  to  communities, 
counties,  or  rural  fire  districts  with  fewer  than  10,000  population. 
Requests  for  this  federal  matching  moneys  for  fire  protection  programs 
are  being  accepted  until  January  15th.   You  must  remember  this  is 
matching  funds.   For  more  information  and  applications  write  to: 

MR.  DICK  SANDMAN 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  &  CONSERVATION 

DIVISION  OF  FORESTRY 

2705  SPURGIN  ROAD,  MISSOULA,  MT .  59801 

or 
PHONE:   728-4300. 

NEW  LEGISLATION  AIMED  AT  CURTAILING  ARSON 


Senator  John  Glenn  (D-Ohio)  has  introduced  legislation  (S.1882)  that 
amends  the  Omnibus  Crime  Control  and  Safe  Streets  Act  of  1968.   The 
legislation  authorized  the  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration 
(LEAA)  to  make  grants  to  states  for  the  prevention  and  detection  of 
certain  crimes  "involving  the  torching  of  buildings."   The  bill  also 
authorized  the  FBI  to  classify  arson  as  a  major  crime  for  its  Uniform 
Crime  Reports  System. 

The  "Arson  Control  Assistance  Act  of  1977"  has  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary  for  further  consideration.   There  seems  to 
be  a  great  deal  of  interest  on  the  Hill  for  the  bill  and  the  fire 
community  (that's  you)  is  expected  to  play  a  major  role  in  helping 
to  get  this  legislation  through  the  Congress. 

The  bill  does  not  specify  to  whom  the  grants  should  be  made,  i.e.  fire 
departments  or  police  departments. 

REP.  LUKEN  HEARING 

Congressional  hearings  were  held  in  Washington  July  29,  1977  by  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Consumer  Protection  and  Finance  regarding  Rep. 
Thomas  A.  Luken's  (D .  OH)  bill  to  change  the  Flammable  Fabrics  Act. 
The  bill  requires  a  study  to  be  conducted  by  the  NFPCA  on  whether  a 
Federal  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Code  is  necessary  and  feasible. 

NFPCA  Administrator,  Howard  Tipton  testified  against  the  bill,  citing 
the  fact  that  the  enabling  legislation  setting  up  the  NFPCA,  Section 
#12,  carries  the  provisions  for  a  study  of  the  fire  codes  and  standards, 
and  that  this  additional  piece  of  legislation  was  not  necessary.   More 
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hearings  on  the  bill  and  the  Southgate,  Kentucky  fire  were  held  in 
Cincinnati  in  mid- September . 

LEGISLATIVE  STATUS 

H.R.  9341  Murphy  -   A  bill  to  provide  financial  aid  for  local  fire 

departments  in  the  purchase  of  firefighting  suits 
and  self-contained  breathing  apparatus.   (Committee 
on  Science  and  Technology) 

H.R.  9410  Hillis  -   A  bill  to  amend  Title  XVIII  of  the  Social  Security 

Act  to  include  dental  care,  eye  care,  dentures, 
eyeglasses  and  hearing  aids  among  the  benefits 
provided  by  the  insurance  program  established  by 
Part  B  of  such  title,  and  for  other  purposes. 
(Committees  on  Ways  and  Means,  and  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce) 

S.  262  Kennedy  -    A  bill  to  amend  the  Omnibus  Crime  Control  and 

Safe  Streets  Act  of  1968  as  amended,  to  authorize 
group  life  insurance  programs  for  public  safety 
officers  and  to  assist  state  and  local  govern- 
ments to  provide  such  insurance  and  for  other 
purposes.  (Committee  on  the  Judiciary) 

NEWS  FOR  FIRE  CHIEFS 

Newly  elected  officers  of  the  Montana  Fire  Chief's  Association  elected 
at  the  21st  annual  convention  in  Dillon:   Dave  Fisher,  Director,  Butte; 
Chauncey  Sauer,  2nd  vice  president,  Libby;  Jim  Macklin,  Director, 
Great  Falls;  Jack  Reed,  1st  vice  president,  Missoula;  Jerry  Sagmiller, 
Director,  Poison;  Ed  James,  President,  Butte  and  Dan  K.  Mizner, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Montana  League  of  Cities  and  Towns,  Helena. 

FLAMMABLE  LIQUIDS  &  GASES  SCHOOL 

MSU  Continuing  Education  and  the  Fire  Service  Training  are  scheduling 
this  training  session  in  Bozeman  on  March  7,  8  and  9,  1978.   MAKE 
PLANS  NOW.    For  further  information  contact  Glenn  Black,  Continuing 
Education,  MSU,  Bozeman,  Montana  59715. 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  OPINION: 

An  opinion  was  requested  on:   (1)   Whether  retired  firefighters  retain 
membership  in  their  respective  fire  department  relief  association,  and 
(2)   are  retired  firefighters  eligible  to  hold  office  in  their  relief 
associations . 

The  state  law  is  silent  on  these  matters  and  therefore  the  answer  is 
yes  in  both  instances. 


-  7 


